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Lights, lights and more lights. Why so many? And what for? We'll explore the classic rabbinic
texts, discover a raft of opinions and try to uncover the conceptual bases that underpin the
halakhic debates.

The core mitsva of Chanuka is described in a baraita that appears in Shabbat 21b:
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Our Rabbis taught: the mitsva of Chanuka: a light, each man and his house

And the mehadrin, a light for each

And the mehadrin min hamehadrin, Shammai’s House say on the first day one
lights eight, and then decreases; Hillel’s House say on the first day one lights one
and then increases

Said Ulla: two Amoraim in the West, R. Yose b. Avin and R. Yose b. Zevida disagree
about this. One said that the reason of Shammai’s House is the days to come and that
of Hillel’s House is the days that have gone; and one said that the reason of
Shammai’s House is that it corresponds to the bullocks offered on Sukkot and the
reason of Hillel’s House is that we raise status in holiness and don’t reduce it.

What is the definition of the mitsva? (And what is the significance of Y112y ¥ON?)

Rashi:

STNN )2 INY 20 1IN A HIY VINY 1D DO THN I N VWIN )

One light on each night, and one light is enough for a man and all the members of
his household

And what do we mean by mehadrin? Surely we know what this means! — but apparently
not:
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an
Those who are mehadrin after mitsvot do one light each night per person in the
house
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Is this the usual meaning of Aiddur
Compare this passage in Bava Kama 9b:
NN YOOV TY MNN NN XTI NN

Said R. Zeira: In hiddur mitsva, up to a third

About which Rashi says:
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IN) 2919 NI NN 90 0 YWY MINNA I NNIND NN MI-N N3
:TINY TSN NINY 1OV

If one has a choice of two sifrey torahto buy, and one is more beautiful than the
other, one should spend up to a third of the price to buy the more beautiful one, as it
was taught in a baraita (Shabbat 133b) “This is my God and | will make Him pretty” —
prettify oneself before Him in mitsvot. make for yourself a pretty sefer torah, a pretty
lulav, a pretty talit, pretty tsitsit.

How do we explain this difference in approach?

And then back to the mitsva itself. How do the two levels of Aiddurwork?
R. Isaac of Dampierre in Tosafot:
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While for Maimonides:
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What is the mitsva?
And what is the Aiddurt
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